
3 - 27 Year in Review

On Sunday, August 11th, Summer Sunday visitors
came to BNL to  take a tour of the National Synchro-
tron Light Source, where more than 2,500 visiting
scientists from 350 institutions worldwide come an-
nually to perform experiments. Visitors saw how in-
frared, ultraviolet, and x-ray synchrotron light pro-
duced in the NSLS is used for scientific research by
guest scientists and BNL staff in biology, chemistry,
medicine, physics, and many other fields, including
criminal investigations.

In addition, visitors took guided bus tours of the Lab
site that ran continuously throughout the day. A new
hands-on exhibit called �Brain Teasers,� which is a
collection of 20 puzzles ranging from giant jigsaws
to rope tricks that challenge both children and adults,
was available in Berkner Hall. Also, local high school
students demonstrated the robots they built. In ad-
dition, the �Whiz Bang Science Show,� -popular with
both adults and children - was shown at 10:30 a.m.,
noon, 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. every Sunday during
the summer program. Tour hours are between 10
a.m. and 3 p.m. Admission is free and no reserva-
tions are needed, but, to be admitted on site, all
visitors age 16 and over must bring a photo ID.

[Editor�s note: Reprinted with permission from the BNL Bul-
letin - August 9, 2002.]

Despite evidence on walls and mirrors to the con-
trary, children�s fingerprints can disappear faster than
those of adults. This little-known fact can hamper
investigations of kidnapping cases, which have been
so prevalent in the news this summer.

But, this summer, this mystery has been studied at
BNL: Lara Hershcovitch, who will be a senior at Mount
Sinai High School this September, is using an infra-
red microscope at the National Synchrotron Light
Source (NSLS) in an experiment to determine why
adults� fingerprints can last longer on objects than
children�s prints do.
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Student Studies at the NSLS

Hershcovitch is a participant in BNL�s Community
Summer Science Program, managed by the Lab�s Of-
fice of Educational Programs (OEP) and funded by
Brookhaven Science Associates.

Through this program, 26 high school students have
been spending six weeks at BNL this summer in
hands-on workshops or, as is Hershcovitch, in a re-
search internship. All students also attend morning
lectures on various scientific fields.

In her experiment, Hershcovitch is using the infra-
red microscope to study fingerprints from fathers and


